
>THINK ABOUT DIFFERENT
WAYS OF HANGING AND

DISPLAYING WORK,
INVESTIGATING HOW

CURATORS AND GALLERY
OWNERS LOOK FOR ARTISTS

TO PRODUCE A BODY OF
WORK FOR EXHIBITIONS. YOU

WILL LOOK AT WORK THAT
HANGS WELL TOGETHER,

THROUGH SUBJECT,
COLOUR, SIZE, MATERIALS.

> FIND OUT ABOUT
TRIPTYCHS, BOTH PAINTINGS

AND PHOTOGRAPHY, AND
HOW THEY EMERGED FROM

EARLY CHRISTIAN ART TO
FRANCIS BACON'S 28

TRIPTYCHS.
> DESIGN YOUR OWN THREE

IMAGES AND WRITE ABOUT
HOW THE IMAGES WORK

TOGETHER, AS ONE IMAGE
SPLIT, OR AS SEPARATE

IMAGES JOINED BY THEME
COLOUR ETC

>CONSIDER HOW THE USE OF
COLOUR, SIZE AND TEXTURE

EFFECTS A PIECE OF WORK
AND BODY OF WORK. 

YOU WILL
NEED

>A LARGE SHEET OF MDF CUT
INTO 20CM SQUARES. B&Q

MAY DO THIS FOR YOU, IF
YOU GIVE THEM NOTICE.

ALTERNATIVELY SEE IF YOUR
DT DEPARTMENT CAN DO

THIS. A LARGE SHEET WILL
MAKE 72 SQUARES
> PACK OF TIMBER

BATTENING 45MM X 20MM
CUT INTO 23CM LENGTHS,
TWO FOR EACH STUDENT

> CABLE TIES
>  TWO CURTAIN RINGS 

TODAY 
YOU 

WILL...

TURN OVER TO CONTINUE >>
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SEEING
TRIPLE

LESSON
PLAN
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It's often said that the way a work of art is displayed

can reveal as much about the artist and his or her

intentions as the image itself. And encouraging

students to imagine a piece of art (or series of

artworks) in its entirety before commencing with a

new project can improve the quality of their creative

output. A simple yet inexpensive way to get students

thinking about how artworks are 'choreographed'

rather than simply thrown together, is to study

triptychs. Hailing from early Christian art, triptychs

are traditionally paintings or carvings divided into

three sections to create a multi-panel image – a

format that is still commonly used today. 

Re-popularised by artists such as Andy Warhol and

David Hockney, triptychs provide the ideal

inspiration for large-scale and collaborative works in

the classroom and can be recreated with inexpensive

materials such as MDF and timber battening.

Students can research Warhol to look at multiples,

and how triptychs emerged from early Christian art

right through to how Francis Bacon painted his 28

trips, and how Hockney created the seasonal images

featured in his current exhibition at the Royal

Academy of Arts.

Triptychs are an engaging way of encouraging art
students to consider how images work together to

complement one another...

Divide students into groups of

three. To do this, give each student

one component of either a David

Hockney, Andy Warhol or Francis

Bacon triptych. Encourage them to

mingle and discuss with one

another the image in their hand in

order to find the rest of their group

(i.e the other parts of the triptych).

They should not show their image

to each other. Once they have

found their partners they need to

work together in their group of

three to research the artist and

STARTER ACTIVITY

picture. Ask students to think about

themes or interests in the artist's

work that have influenced or built up

to this triptych, and to discuss the

similarities and differences between

each part of the triptych. Discuss

findings as a class. 

After the class discussion has

been brought to an end, ask

students to sand and prime three

square MDF panels and two lengths

of battening each. You will need to

drill holes for hanging.
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MAIN ACTIVITIES

Arrange the finished triptychs into an art gallery. Ask students

to choose either their own or someone else's work to talk

about the choices of colour, texture and subject matter.

Encourage them to look for and discuss any influences from

Hockney, Warhol and Bacon's work, plus personal interests

and experiences that may be evident in the triptych. 

Divide the class into three, and ask each group to arrange an

art gallery. They will need to think about  work that hangs well

together, through subject, colour, size and materials. Groups

should sketch a layout on paper, and then present their gallery

to the rest of the class explaining their choices.

LESSON
PLAN

HOME LEARNING
+Ask students to research

other religious

iconography, and put

together a presentation.

This could look at

traditional or modern

examples, or be a

comparison of the two.

+ STRETCH 
THEM FURTHER
+ASK STUDENTS TO PRODUCE A 20FT BY
30FT MULTIPLE WITH THE HELP OF A
CLASS OF YOUNGER PUPILS. THEY WILL
NEED TO WORK TOGETHER TO DECIDE ON
A DESIGN AS WELL AS HOW THIS WILL BE
DIVIDED UP AND EXPLAINED TO THE
YOUNGER ARTISTS, EACH OF WHOM WILL
CONTRIBUTE ONE SQUARE TO THE
ARTWORK. STUDENTS WILL ALSO NEED TO
WORK OUT HOW THE IMAGES ARE
COLLATED AND ORGANISED TO ENSURE
THEY ARE ARRANGED CORRECTLY. THE
FINAL PROJECT CAN BE DISPLAYED IN THE
ASSEMBLY HALL.

INFO BAR

No Added Sugar is a

specialist participatory

arts organisation

managed by

professional artists Toni

and Gordon Dickinson,

who have over ten

years’ experience of

partnership work with

schools. Both partners

exhibit individually and

last year their work

included: a sculpture

for the Sailing

Olympics,and work in

The Autumn Show for

The Royal West of

England Academy. The

artists deliver creative

training and training for

‘Additional Funding for

Schools’. For more

information visit

noaddedsugar.org.

+ ABOUT 
THE EXPERTS
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PRESENTATION
ISSUES
In their groups of three, ask

students to discuss how triptychs

can be displayed, for example

vertically or horizontally, and how

the method of display will alter the

impression of the image. Use the

David Hockney, Andy Warhol and

Francis Bacon artworks as

examples. Encourage them to

discuss what they like about each

presentation method, and what this

adds to the overall impression.

SUMMARY

+ ANNOUNCING THE EDUCATION
ART PRIZE 2013
FOLLOWING THE HUGE SUCCESS OF THE 2012 EVENT, SPECIALIST CRAFTS IS
DELIGHTED TO LAUNCH THIS YEAR’S COMPETITION.  IT’S YOUR CHANCE TO
HAVE A RENOWNED ARTIST IN YOUR SCHOOL, RUNNING A WORKSHOP WITH
YOUR STUDENTS, PROVIDING MONEY-CAN’T- BUY INSPIRATION.  MAKE SURE
YOU DON’T MISS THIS UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY AND VISIT THE WEBSITE FOR

MORE DETAILS AT EDUCATIONARTPRIZE.COM.
SPECIALIST CRAFTS’ NEW CATALOGUE IS NOW AVAILABLE, PACKED WITH OVER 16,000 TRIED AND TESTED
PRODUCTS, SO IF YOU DON’T YET HAVE A COPY THEN CALL 0116 274 4713.  IF YOU NEED HELP OR EVEN
ADVICE ON WHICH PRODUCTS ARE BEST FOR YOUR PROJECT THEN THE CREATIVE TEAM WILL BE ABLE TO
HELP.  NOT ONLY THAT, ALL PRODUCTS ARE BACKED BY A LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.
VISIT THE ONLINE SHOP AT SPECIALISTCRAFTS.CO.UK.

SKETCH SHOW
Still in their groups of three, get

students to discuss designs for a

triptych, and to roughly sketch out

their ideas, producing a set of three

images that will work together. Ask

them to consider what about

Hockney, Warhol and Bacon's work

has influenced their basic design.
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GROUP
DISCUSSION
Join students into small groups

of six or nine to discuss and

swap their sketches. Encourage

them to ask each other

questions about what they have

sketched and why, how the

images will work together and

individually, and what medium

they think will work best.

THE CREATION
Individually students should

then paint or collage their

designs onto the MDF using

whatever medium they 

would like. 
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